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says that Yudhistira "knows the evil intentions of his elder uncle"7
and so he is quite cautious and alert during their stay in the house
of lac built by Purocana. This shows the quality of shrewdness
(ftR^cn) in Dharmaja.

When Kunti wants to depute Bhzma in the place of a Brahmin
lad, Yudhistira of the original epic story initially takes objection to
it and after a long discussion, he is convinced by his mother. But
in an epitome such a possibility of a lengthy discussion is not there.
And in its absence, Yudhistira's initial disapproval brings discredit
to his character. Hence Agastya slightly alters the context and
writes that his hero Yudhistira immediately accepts his mother"s
proposal "having seen the valour of Bhzma in killing Hidimba^

Yudhistira is a royal prince. It is his duty to pursue material
wellbeing and marital pleasure also in consonance with the princi-
ples of Dharma. The Yudhistira of the great epic hesitates to marry
Draupadi along with his brothers and agrees to the marriage only
after much persuasion. Here in the BALABHARATA Agastya
gives a detailed narration of the story of Nalayani and says that
Yudhistira himself expresses his intention of marrying Draupadi.9

Maya, the divine architect is honoured by Yudhistira. In return
he gives certain presents to all the Pandavas except Yudhisdra.
This discrimination of Maya is less important in the context of
the epic. But here Agastya by referring to such a minor incident,
suggests the disinterestedness of Dharmaja in possessing articles
of mundane pleasure. This confirms the conviction of Yudhistira
about the transitory nature of worldly possession. Such a conviction
is the basic mental mood to develop the spirit of renunciation
and the corresponding sentiment of peace. The same belief of
Yudhistira is also expressed when Agastya writes that, after the

7 ?)H Pki^d^l^H fc^ckWM^fo^ RPJ: I

<^^fiMI<u||c<d WH^: WTt ^R-<=MiHH - (3 - 90)
<s ^ fefe^^^fcf^^^pi^g^d)^^ W- - (4 - 46)
9 ....WfWft elMl^HctKld. | ...^T^TT ^FTT^ TOT: H - (5 - 32)